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HAPPY SPRING! 
***Save the Date*** 

Scholarship Awards and Recognition Banquet 
 

Our annual scholarship awards and recognition banquet 

will be held on Sunday, June 8, 2008 at  

Wong Kee Restaurant in Chinatown. 
 

We look forward to meeting all the scholarship applicants 

and essay contestants as well as their family members at  

the banquet.  Basketball coaches will also be recognized at 
the banquet.   Please mark your calendar and join us for a 

wonderful evening of fun and camaraderie. 
 

June 8, 2008, 5:30 PM 

Wong Kee Restaurant  

28 NW 4th Ave 

Portland, OR 97209-3802 
  

$10.00 per person 

R.S.V.P by May 31 to Betty Jean Lee (503-221-8773) 

PROUD SPONSOR FOR THE 16TH ANNUAL AMERICAN YOUTH 

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
 

The Portland Lodge is proud to continue its effort in support of the Asian American Youth 
Leadership Conference.  The conference will be held on May 9, 2008 at Portland Community 
College.  The theme of this year’s conference is “Know our story. Create our vision.”  Anna 

Song will be the keynote speaker.  Please visit its website www.AAYLC.org for more details. 

VOTERS EDUCATION AND REGISTRATION DRIVE 
 

The Portland Lodge in cooperation with the Asian Health and Service Center is preparing bilin-
gual voter information in Chinese and English.  A Voters Education and Registration Drive will 
be held on May 17, 2008 at the Asian Health and Service Center’s relocation grand opening 
event.   The new location of the Center is 3430 SE Powell Blvd.  Portland, Oregon, 97202.  

Spread the word and get people out to register to vote.  Your voice counts! 
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THE SILENT MINORITY NEEDS TO BE SILENT NO MORE 

By Helen L. Ying 
 

On February 24, 2008, the Portland Chapter of Japanese American Citizens League presented another meaningful 
and well attended event observing the signing of Executive Order 9066 that led to the incarceration of over 100,000 

people of Japanese ancestry. 
 

The Day of Remembrance program began with a film that recapped the experiences of those who were unjustly de-
tained.  It was an oral history of those who were investigated and subsequently incarcerated after the bombing of 
Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941.  Seeing their faces and hearing their stories brought life to that chapter of Ameri-
can history.  One of the people interviewed said, “They wouldn’t take us because we are citizens, maybe our mom, 
but we are citizens.”   Contrary to what she believed, she was taken just the same.   Another expressed his experience 

in the internment camp as being the “most desolated feeling I’ve ever had”. 
 

I appreciate JACL’s efforts in keeping the issue of redress in the forefront of our consciousness.  We should not and 

must not become complacent.  It is our duty and responsibility to remain watchful and be involved when necessary. 
 

Elden Rosenthal, an attorney who had made national headlines for his work as co-counsel in the landmark case of 
Seraw v. Metzger and in settling claims on behalf of Oregon attorney Brandon Mayfield against the FBI, was a key-

note speaker at the Day of Remembrance event.  (Continued next page) 

“YEAR OF THE RAT” CHINESE NEW YEAR 

FUNDRAISING DINNER CELEBRATION 
 

On February 18, 2008, our Portland Lodge celebrated the new year 
by holding a fundraising dinner at the beautiful Wong’s King Res-
taurant.  There were 240 people who participated in the gala evening 
and enjoyed every bite of the nine course dinner.  Each table was 
beautifully decorated with spiral bamboo (donated by Sherry Quan) 
and gold “Year or the Rat” banks (donated by Portland Chinese 
Times).  The evening ended with  birthday cakes (donated by Sherry 
& Franklin Quan) to celebrate Portland Lodge’s 87th birthday. We 
want to thank all the volunteers who helped sell tickets, secured do-
nations for the auction and raffle.  Stephen and Helen Ying worked 
tirelessly auctioning off beautiful jewelry, art work, and vacation 
getaways.  Without everyone’s help, it would not have been such a 

great success. 
 

The support from the community will guarantee our commitment for 

our youth projects and scholarships. Thank you! 
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NEWS FROM THE OFFICE OF CONGRESSMAN DAVID WU 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE—Thursday, March 6, 2008 
 

REP. WU HONORS CHINESE AMERICAN WORLD WAR II HERO 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Congressman David Wu passed legislation yesterday to 

name a United States Post Office in Beaverton, Oregon after Major Arthur Chin (少

校陳瑞鈿), a Chinese American World War II fighter pilot. The U.S. House of 

Representatives unanimously approved Congressman Wu’s bill, H.R. 5220. 

  

“The story of our country is the story of ordinary people rising to extraordinary circumstances,” Congressman Wu 
said.  “Courageously answering a call to duty and eventually becoming a World War II fighter ace, Major Arthur 

Chin was a true Chinese American hero.  I am proud to honor Major Chin’s life and his service to our country.” 
 

Arthur Chin was born in Portland, Oregon in 1913.  Chin helped organize the Portland Chinese Aero Club and 
started taking flying lessons while still in high school.  Angered by the Japanese invasion of northeastern China in 
1931, Chin and several other Chinese American flyers from Portland sailed for China in 1932 to volunteer for the 
Chinese Air Force.  Chin was eventually accepted as a probationary warrant officer in the Chinese Air Force and was 

sent to Germany to receive advanced fighter training, as was routine for the Chinese military at the time. 
 

Upon his return to China in 1937, Chin was promoted to the rank of first lieutenant and was reassigned as the vice 
commander of the 28th Squadron, 5th Group.  In August 1937, Chin saw his first aerial combat against Japanese 
aviators.  Nearly always outnumbered, Chin fought valiantly and was shot down and wounded three times.  By mid-
1939, Chin was promoted to the rank of captain, and was officially credited with having shot down five and a half 
enemy aircraft.  This made him one of the first American fighter aces of World War II.  Chin's heroism, however, 
was not without its costs. 
 

In 1939, Chin, by then a major, was severely burned when his Gloster Gladiator was hit by enemy fire and ex-
ploded.  After numerous surgeries to heal his extensive injuries, Chin was eventually reinstated to flight status and 
returned to service.  He ended his flying service in an American uniform, ferrying supplies from India to China over 
the Himalayas on what was known as the "Hump" air route.  For his bravery and service, Chin received numerous 
medals, including the Distinguished Flying Cross.  In 1949, Chin returned to Portland where he worked in the U.S. 
Postal Service.  He died in September 1997.  One month later, Chin was honored posthumously as one of the first 

American aviators inducted into the American Combat Airmen's Hall of Fame. 
 

Congressman Wu introduced H.R. 5220 on January 29, 2008.  Next the U.S. Senate will consider the legislation. 
 

Contact: Elsa Tung, 202-225-0855 
 

(Arthur Chin is  a former Portland Lodge Veterans Receptions guest  and C.A.C.A.’s Veterans Project participant) 

(Continued from previous page) 

His remark, “Loving our country does not mean that we stand silent when things are not 

right.”  truly resonated with me.   
 

The silent minority needs to be silent no more.  We are proud of the leadership of our Lodge 
President, Stephen Ying, our Regional Grand Executive, Betty Jean Lee and the involvement 
of the members and friends of the Chinese community in fighting for our rights before the 
Portland City Council in the recent cases of its plans of adding more social service shelters in 
Chinatown and renaming the street that runs through Chinatown with a Hispanic hero’s 

name.  We have overcome. 
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BASKETBALL PROGRAM CROWNS 2008 CHAMPIONS 

Cyrus J. Lee, C.A.C.A. Basketball Program Coordinator 
 

On Saturday, March 22nd, the C.A.C.A. Dragons won the 2008 C.A.C.A. High School Tournament held at Tualatin 
Hills Park and Recreation District (THPRD) Athletic Center in Beaverton.  The Dragons featured a mix of players 

from freshmen through seniors and are coached by Cyrus Lee with assistant coaches Anh Tran and Dennis Truong. 
 

The Dragons entered the Tournament as the lowest seed, having 
the lowest winning percentage in the Portland Parks Saturday 
Youth Basketball League.  They beat the number two seed 
C.A.C.A. Jagz (HS Juniors) in their first round game 72-50.  In 
the second round the Dragons faced the HS Senior team, 
C.A.C.A. Triple Threat, coached by Keith Lee.  Triple Threat 
entered the Tournament as the number one seed, having gone 
undefeated in league play.  In an intense and physical game, the 
Dragons finally pulled ahead in the fourth quarter and prevailed 
56-49.  The championship game featured the third seed 
C.A.C.A. Elite and the Dragons.  The Elite commanded the 
game from the beginning, sprinting out to a ten point lead.  The 
Dragons trailed until the final quarter, when they finally pulled 
ahead and won 56-51, claiming the 2008 C.A.C.A. Champion-

ship.   
 

Other games were played at the event. Rex Wong’s 6th/7th grade C.A.C.A. Wolverines defeated Cyrus Lee’s THPRD 
Junior Dragons team 33-27.  And Thomas Phuong’s C.A.C.A. Illicit (High School Girls) played a couple games 

against Native American Youth Association (NAYA) Girls teams.   
 

Additionally, a game was held between C.A.C.A. Rebels alumni players and C.A.C.A. Dragons alumni players to 
mark their long-standing presence in the Basketball Program.  The Rebels are currently in their 12th consecutive sea-
son with Thanh Phuong as coach, and the Dragons currently are in their 11th consecutive season.  Many of the par-

ticipants in the alumni game currently are C.A.C.A. coaches and/or assistant coaches. 
 

The C.A.C.A. teams also participated in the Al Mar Invitational held Saturday and Sunday, March 29-30th, at Frank-
lin High School in Seattle, Washington hosted by the Seattle Chinese Athletic Association.  This competition be-

tween Portland and Seattle has created over 30 years of long lasting friendships. 



Essay by 1st Place Winner, Tiffany Wang, in 2006 Local Essay Contest  
Essay Question: 

Strong family bonds formed the most important relationship in traditional Asian societies.  In modern America, however, some 

observers have maintained that these family ties are coming under increasing stress.  How has this tension between tradition 

and modernity played out in your own family and community?  How would you expect Asian-American family structure and val-

ues to change in the coming years?  

 

Tiffany’s essay: 

“Respect your elders” as the old Chinese saying goes.  Once wielded by parents and grandparents alike, it used to call forth 

proper behavior-respect, dignity, politeness, mindful obedience.  But as the years have passed into the next century, these 

ideas have been pushed into the back of youthful minds, merely a recollection of values worn and dusty.  As this life barrels 

head first through the new millennium, the ancient worth of the Chinese family and its heavy weight of traditions have been 

shoved aside to make way for the modern individual, purely independent and self-affirming. 

 

This shift in mentality has been perhaps most visible in the dynamics of the family.  There were once days of overwhelming 

unity, of gatherings chock-full of aunties, uncles, cousins, grandparents, and sibling, days of traditional ceremony, respect, and 

nonstop communication.  Those days have largely disappeared in the era of MTV and the internet, leaving only faint echoes of 

memories long neglected in faded photographs and occasional long-distance phone calls.  The extinction of the extended family 

has instigated the disappearance of dependant family traditions, those days of respecting elders and strong family ties.  In 

their stead trembles the bare body of the independent self.     

 

By no means, however, is this intended to decry the existence of the individual.  Today’s modern world calls forth this inde-

pendent being, a fresh individual who places great value on the self-self realization, self-confidence, self affirmation.  These 

ideas are a cry of independence, a song of freedom, of that underlying right of being human.  And yet with this aim, the strug-

gle against the family commences, a fight against the confining ties of old traditions and value, so akin to the restrictions of 

foot binds.  

 

And therein lies the great paradox of being Asian-American.  Like Pu Bois, we suffer the burden and wonderment of possessing 

two souls, the dichotomy and unity of two parts that are essential to the Asian-American identity.  One cannot exist without 

the other, and yet these two souls are constantly converging, warring, battling with each other in an ongoing struggle between 

the modern American independence and the traditional Asian values.    

 

I do not proclaim to have enough knowledge or foresight to predict what changes the Asian-American family structure might 

have to endure in the future.  But what I do know, implicitly and wholly, is that I fear what might happen, should the modern 

American soul finally overtake the Asian identity.  The Asian identity reaches its heart back to the days of the past, a testa-

ment to the family entity, a practice, a belief so ingrained in the long, prolific history of the Asian people, that to abolish it 

would be almost equivalent to destroying a complete half of your moral existence.   

To be a modern, independent individual does not necessitate the destruction of clinging Asian values and traditions.  Rather, 

the only way to truly affirm your identity and reach self –realization and potential, is to fully embrace both souls, American 

and Asian…because that is what it means to be Asian-American.   
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BETTY JEAN LEE, REGIONAL GRAND EXECUTIVE, CHINESE AMERICAN CITIZENS ALLIANCE 

PRESENTED THIS TESTIMONY BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL ON FEBRUARY 13, 2008 
 

Mayor Potter and Commissioners: 
 

The Chinese American Citizens Alliance is a 113 year old national civil rights organiza-
tion (predating the NAACP) to protect the Chinese immigrants from discrimination and 
other injustice in the U.S.  Our own Portland Lodge will celebrate its 87th birthday on 
February 14th.  We are certainly supportive of the homeless and what Blanchet House, 
TPI, and other social service agencies have done in Chinatown.  Many of our Chinese 
community grew up, lived and worked in the neighborhood, my husband’s family with 
seven boys being one.  These are our roots.  We more than understand the difficulties of 
living without secure food and shelter.  OTCT has also been the home of many other dis-
advantaged immigrant communities.  Our concern is to have a balanced neighborhood in 
which people from all walks of life can thrive.  We are looking for a diverse neighborhood in which economic pros-

perity, quality housing and employment opportunities are available to all income levels.  (Continued next page) 

IT IS YOUR RIGHT TO VOTE 

By Stephen Ying 
 

Portland Lodge President, Stephen Ying, spoke at a rally representing minority 

communities on March 1, 2008 urging everyone to exercise their right to vote. 

How many times have you heard the word "vote" in the past?  The question is, 
are you aware of the importance of registering to vote?  Most people forget that 
you can vote only when registered.  You might think that your vote doesn't 
count, that no one cares about what you think, or that you just simply did not 
have the time to register.  Each one of those reasons is really an excuse.  The 
fact of the matter is that you do have a responsibility, to yourself and your loved 

ones, to register and then actually go to the polls because your vote is important.  

We all have different issues that we want addressed, and the best way to address 
these issues is to vote to elect people, both locally and nationally, who fits our 
needs best, whether we are fighting for health care, the environment, minority 

issues, education, jobs -- anything and everything you can think of.   

It does not matter whether you live in Oregon, in Washington or any other state.  Your vote is important because 

ultimately we decide how we want our country, United States of America, to move forward.  

If you are not registered to vote, then you will have no say and will end up with the leaders that other people chose 

for you, all because they took the pain to register as a voter and you did not. 

Your vote, our vote, will shape a whole society.  So why not vote? That is like asking yourself, why not eat?  It’s 
something we have to do.  Irrespective of who you end up voting for, the most important thing is for you to play a 

part in the selection process. It is our country and it is up to us to make it into what we want it to be. 

Together we make the difference!!! 



(Continued from previous page) 

The 2007 CACA Intercity Jamboree was held at The Hoop, in Beaverton, Oregon.  In return, CACA teams participate in 
the SCAA Al Mar Invitational, which is held in mid March, in Seattle.  Competition between Portland and Seattle has 
created over 30 years of long lasting friendships.  A total of nine Seattle Chinese Athletic Association (SCAA) teams 

participated in the Intercity Jamboree, and seven CACA teams traveled to Seattle for the Al Mar Invitational.  
 

2006-07 marked the return of three veteran CACA coaches to the sidelines, two new coaches, and six returning coaches 
from last season.   Laura Le, Cyrus Lee, and Rex Wong returned to coach the respective newly formed teams:  Hyphy 
Movements-HS Girls, Dragons-8th/9th grade Boys, and Wildboysz-5th/6th grade Boys.  CACA also welcomed new 
coaches David Tran (8th-10th grade girls) and Boun Bouma (Jagz-10th grade Boys).  Additionally, the following coaches 
returned with their teams largely intact:  Keith Lee (Triple Threat-11/12th grade Boys), Phuong Thai (Bulls-11/12th grade 
boys), Phuong Nguyen (Tsunami-11/12th grade Boys), James Watson (Bozos-11/12th grade Boys), Rithy Chan (Tigers-
11/12th grade Boys), and Thanh Phuong (Rebels-11/12th grade boys).  Also, the 2006-07 season marked the 11th consecu-

tive season for the CACA Rebels and the 10th consecutive season for the CACA Dragons. 
 

Randall Choy, Cyrus Lee, Melanie Ying, and Christine Tom will coordinate the program for this upcoming season and 
continue to evaluate the program and look for opportunities to add value to all stakeholders:  our coaches and other vol-
unteers, CACA Portland Lodge and the surrounding community, and the youth participants themselves.   This is truly an 

exciting time to be part of the basketball program! 
 

The First Coaches Meeting will be held in late September/early October and used to distribute required forms, determine 
the number of participants/teams, and to survey coaches for areas of additional support from CACA.  If you would like 
to participate in the program as a volunteer, or know anyone who would like to participate as a volunteer or player, 
please contact CACA.  Players can either register individually or as a team. The cost for high school players averages to 
be around $60.00 (fees are assessed to an entire team at the rate of $600.00), and for middle school and younger players 

around $50.00.  Practices start in late November. 
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BASKETBALL PROGRAM CONCLUDES SUCCESSFUL 2006-07 SEASON AND LOOKS 

FORWARD TO 2007-08  

By Cyrus J. Lee, CACA Basketball Program Coordinator 

 

The CACA Basketball Program has a long and proud history.  2006-07 marked the program’s 33rd year.  The 2006-
07 Season saw eleven teams participate in the Basketball Program.  There were two high school girls teams, one 5-
6th grade boys team, one 8th/9th boys team, one 10th grade boys team, and six 11th/12th grade boys teams. The two 
girls teams and the 5-6th and 8-9th grade boys teams were new teams for the season while all seven of the high school 
boys teams were returning teams. A total of 28 volunteers served as head coaches and/or assistant coaches for 105 

players registered in the Basketball Program..   
 

The mission of the Basketball is to help develop the participants into leaders and outstanding citizens within the 
community.  We provide the opportunity for the players to interact and have fun with fellow players and adult volun-
teers and to follow the CACA Basketball Program Code of Conduct.   Indeed, many of our new assistant coaches are 
just a few years removed from having played in the program themselves and are now giving back to the program by 

coaching and teaching current participants.  
 

The program participates in the Portland Parks and Recreational District Saturday Youth Basketball League (SYBL).  
The SYBL consists of 5th through 12th grade boys and girls teams.  The games and practices are held at Portland 
Public Schools middle and grade schools.   There are a total of ten games played on Saturdays in January through 
March, with no playoffs.  The games follow the official National Federation of State High School Association rules, 
with modifications for 6th grade and under.  Practices start in early November and end in mid-March.  Additionally, 
CACA Basketball also hosts and Intercity Jamboree, held in mid-February versus teams from the Seattle Chinese 
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C.A.C.A. Portland 
11453 SE Hazel Hill Road 
Clackamas,  OR 97086 

(Continued from previous page) 

In the past we have been known as the “silent minority”.  We are now speaking out and demand adherence to 
transparent public processes and policies regarding land use and development so that everyone in the community 
can understand their options and a consensus can be reached. We must support Chinatown, located between NW 
3rd and NW 4th from Burnside to Glisan with strong anchor revenue generating businesses that reach out to all of 
Portland, rather than siting a resource access center.  Enhancement of existing human service agencies is fine, but 
we oppose any new siting of services whether they are contracted with an existing agency in OTCT or not.  It is 
our sincere feeling that Block 25 is not large enough to accommodate the needs of both Blanchet House of Hospi-
tality and TPI. 
 

Members of our Chinese community worked 2 years with Brian McCarl 
when he built Pacific Tower; we worked 2 years on the 3rd & 4th Avenue 
5 Million dollar project.  More recently, we worked on the North OT Chi-
natown Study.  Many of us are board members of the “jewel” of China-
town, Portland Classical Chinese Gardens. Help us make this a diverse 
neighborhood, and one with economic prosperity.  Let there be more bi-
lingual communication with the city decision –makers so that we don’t 

feel that the city is not being transparent in the public process.  


